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have no expectation that the Mexicans will accept the terms of peace we 
may feel disposed, in the flush of triumph, to dicate from the walls of the 
Capital. They are a weak, but at the same time, a proud and haughty 
nation, and extremely revengeful withal. The desire of vengeance, and 
the power of endurance they possess, will lead them to reject all overtures 
of peace. The race from which they are descended has ever been dis- 
tinguished for strong attachment to country. They have never been able 
to resist, in the open field, the more vigorous hordes sent forth by a more 
energetic race ; and, although they have been subdued and awed into sub- 
mission for a short season, they have never been conquered. The history 
of the Spanish or Celtiberian race proves this. No foreign army ever 
made a permanent conquest in a country inhabited by them. The war 
with Mexico will become a war of races. Personal hatred will stimulate 
national vengeance. The mass of the Mexican people, ignorant of the 
causes of the war, regard us as a nation of marauders, who are desirous 
only of conquering their country. It will take a great while to disabuse 
their minds of this opinion. Animated by national pride, and trembling 
with fears for their personal safety, they will continue to resist till we be- 
come wearied out. The war will cost us rivers of blood, and we shall 
reap a harvest of— glory ! " 



RESOLUTIONS ON PEACE. 

I. Br Political Bodies. — Political action so seldom originates or 
furthers any. work of thorough reform, that we now allude to it merely 
as an index to the state of feeling in some sections of our country re- 
specting our conflict with Mexico. Legislatures and political meetings in 
different States of New England have passed resolves against this war; 
but we will chronicle, as the strongest specimens, two resolutions adopted, 
with very decisive majorities, by both houses of the Massachusetts Legis- 
lature : — 

" Resolved, That the present war with Mexico has its primary cause in 
the unconstitutional annexation of the foreign State of Texas ; that it was 
unconstitutionally commenced by the order of the President, to General 
Taylor, to take military possession of the territory in dispute between the 
United States and Mexico, and in the occupation of Mexico ; and that it is 
now waged by a powerful nation against a weak neighbor, unnecessarily 
and without just cause, at immense cost of treasure and life, for the dis- 
memberment of Mexico, and for the conquest of a portion of her territory, 
from which slavery has already been excluded, with the triple object of ex- 
tending slavery, of strengthening the " Slave Power," and of obtaining 
the control of the Free States, under the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Resolved, That such a war of conquest, so hateful in its objects, so 
wanton, unjust and unconstitutional in its origin and character, must be 
regarded as a war against freedom, against humanity, against the Union, 
against the constitution, and against (lie Free States ; and that a regard for- 
the true interests and the highest honor of the country, not less than the 
impulses of Christian duty, should arouse all good citizens to join in efforts 
to arrest this war, and, in every just way, aiding the country to retire from 
the position of aggression which it now occupies towards a weak, distrac- 
ted neighbor, and sister republic. 

The resolutions, proposed by Mr. Keyes, along with his very able and 
searching Report on the War, and adopted by the House of Representa- 
tives, were so amended by the Senate as to lose no small part of their pun- 
gency ; and yet, in their original form, they hardly came up to what we 
know to be the general sentiment of Massachusetts on the subject. 
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II. Br Ecclesiastical Bodies. — Of these we shall give a fuller report, 
and yet only a part of their resolutions on the subject that have oome to 
our knowledge, as specimens of what many of our religious denominations 
have done. 

By the Woburn (Mass.) Association of Congregational Ministers at their 
meeting, June 1, 1847:— 

1. That we recognize the gospel as the divinely appointed and only 
effectual remedy for the moral evils entailed upon mankind by their apos- 
tacy from God. 

2. That we regard the gospel as fitted and destined especially to banish 
the great evil, war, from the earth, and introduce the universal and perma- 
nent reign of peace. 

3. That the gospel, however, can accomplish this glorious consummation 
only by God's blessing upon a right application of its principles to the 
case, and that hence arises the duty of Christians to make such an appli- 
cation as shall actually put an end to war wherever Christianity prevails. 

4. That the occurrence of our present war with Mexico should lead all 
Christians solemnly to ask themselves whether they have heretofore done 
their whole duty on this subject, and to humble themselves before God in 
view of this great national sin, with earnest entreaties that he would avert 
from us the judgments to which it has so justly exposed us. 

5. That the sudden outburst through our country of the war-spirit, a 
spirit so utterly unchristian, so intensely wicked, and so pernicious, 
especially to our religious character and interests, is matter for deep humil- 
iation, sorrow and alarm to every follower of the Prince of Peace. 

6. That the history of this war shows the necessity of greatly increased 
efforts in the cause of peace, and should stimulate good men to labor far 
more for the abolition of this custom, as the only security against similar 
evils in future. 

7. That there is now a special call, in the providence of God, upon his 
ministers, for a more general and more effective application of the pacific 
principles of the gospel, to correct popular errors on this subject, and to 
form such a public sentiment as shall prevent in all coming time the recur- 
rence of war in our land. 

8. That Christian parents should, especially in times like the present, 
carefully guard their children against imbibing the war-spirit, and ac- 
quiring a fondness for war, or admiration for its horrid achievements, or in- 
difference to its nameless crimes and woes. 

2. By the New Haven East (Ct.) Association, June ], 1847: — 
Resolved, 1. That we deem all war, unless carried on strictly in self- 
defence, as unscriptural, inhuman and intensely wicked. 

2. That war for the sake of conquest or retaliation, for mere pecuniary 
advantage, for territorial aggrandizement, or for national honor, so called, 
is wholly unjustifiable. 

3. That we view with deep sorrow and alarm the development of the 
war-spirit in this country, in the enlistments, applications for commissions, 
and the public rejoicings for success. 

4. That we regard communities in their dealings with each other, as 
bound by the same moral law which is to govern individuals — and that, as 
individuals have no right to plunder and kill each other for the sake of 
avenging insult, or to recover debts, nations have no right to take that 
course. 

5. That we regard with grief and horror the terrible loss of life, both 
among Mexicans and Americans, in the war now raging, and especially 
the slaughter of women and children and married men — and that our 
government is bound by every consideration of justice, humanity and right, 
to put an end to these desolations, and to secure peace at once by the 
most generous forbearance and good faith. 
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C. That, as Christian ministers, we are bound to use all our influence to 
incline men's hearts to peace, and are led to regard this war with peculiar 
abhorrence, from the well-known fact that it was commenced for the pur- 
pose of acquiring or securing more slave territory, and thus perpetuating 
and widening the great sin and curse of our nation. 

7. That it is worthy of serious inquiry whether our army and navy and 
military schools do not subject the country to vastly greater expense and 
loss than they prevent; while they cultivate and inflame the military spirit, 
and are inconsistent with the Scriptural sentiment of learning war no 
more. 

3. By one of the Methodist Conferences, (we do not recollect which,) at 
its late session in New England : — 

Resolved, That war generally, and the present war with Mexico particu- 
larly, is contrary to the gospel of Christ ; and that we regard the conduct 
of the one hundred ministers of the Baltimore M. E. Conference, (at its 
late session,) headed by Dr. Levings of the N. Y. Conference, who pledged 
to the President of the United States their sympathy, and promised to sup- 
port the administration in this war, as disgraceful in itself, and only evil in 
its consequences. 

4. By the Rutland (Vt.,) Congregational Consociation, June 8, 1847, 
which has been wont for years to take very appropriate and decided action 
on the subject of peace : — 

The committee appointed to examine the resolutions adopted last year 
by the Consociation on the subjects of war and slavery, and report whether 
any further action is called for on those subjects, made the following re- 
port, which was adopted : — 

In respect to the subject of war, the committee would say simply, that 
the events connected with the existing contest between this country and 
Mexico give additional interest and importance to the subject ; and they 
earnestly recommend to the ministers of the Consociation, as the servants 
of the Prince of Peace, a faithful attention to the resolutions adopted by 
this body at their last meeting. The substance of these resolutions is, 
that ministers are requested to preach on the subject once each year, and 
to take appropriate measures to make it a subject of conference and prayer 
at suitable seasons. 

5. By the Crittenden (Vt.,) Congregational Consociation, June 9, 1847 : — 
Resolved, That it is the special duty of Christian ministers and all other 

friends of the Redeemer, to bear testimony against the spirit and the prac- 
tice of war, and to do all in their power to hasten the time, when the world 
shall be blessed with the universal prevalence of peace. 

Resolved, That all friends of God and man in our land owe it to their 
country and to mankind to employ their best efforts and their prayers to 
bring the war in which the United States are now engaged, to a speedy 
and righteous termination. 

6. By the R. Island Evangelical Consociation (Cong'l) June 10, 1847 : — 
Resolved, 1. That the occurrence of our present war with Mexico shows 

the necessity of increased efforts in the cause of peace. 

2. That, in view of the war-spirit so suddenly aroused in our country 
the past year, and of the manifold moral evils likely to be entailed by this 
war upon our country, we commend the subject of peace to the special at- 
tention of the Christian community. 

3. That Superintendents and teachers in Sabbath schools, Christian 
ministers, and Christian parents in particular, should with special care 
guard the young against the war-spirit, so rife of late in many parts of 
our land. 

4. That we regard the return of peace to our nation, and its future per- 
manency, as eminently important to the steady and enduring prosperity of 
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religion, and to the highest success of the various enterprises of Christian 
benevolence. 

7. The Presbyterian General Assembly (O. S.,) at its last session in 
Richmond, Va., unanimously 

Resolved, That in view of the present posture of our national affairs, the 
continuance of the war, and its great and dreadful results, it bo earnestly 
recommended to all our churches to humble themselves before Almighty 
God, with confession of their own sins, and of the sins of the people, and 
to engage in fervent and continued prayer, that as individuals and as a na- 
tion we may be forgiven ; that there may be a speedy, righteous, and ami- 
cable adjustment of all existing difficulties with other nations ; and that 
we may be permitted to enjoy, without interruption, the blessings of 
peace. 

Resolved, That all pastors, and all others preaching statedly, be requested 
to bring this subject before the several churches in which they minister, on 
the second Sabbath of July, or as soon after as it may be convenient, and 
to urge upon our people the duty pointed out in the foregoing resolution. 

8.- The Presbyterian General Assembly (N. S.,) at Cincinnati, Ohio, also, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to our churches to observe the second 
Sabbath in July next as a day of prayer, in view of the war now existing 
between this government and that of Mexico ; and that our ministers be 
requested to preach on that day a sermon on the subject of peace. 

9. The General Convention (Cong'l and Presb.) of Vermont, at Spring- 
field, June 15, 1847, 

Resolved, That since the Gospel, if rightly applied, is fitted to remove 
the evils of war, the occurrence of our present conflict with Mexico should 
lead Christians to inquire whether they have, by a proper application of 
pacific principles, given it a full opportunity to do away this unchristian and 
most pernicious custom. 

Resolved, That the times require of Christian parents especial efforts to 
train up the rising generation in the principles of peace, and to guard 
them against the infection of the war-spirit, and the fascinations of mili- 
tary parades and splendor. 

Resolved, That in view of the war now in progress, we recommend that 
its speedy termination be made a subject of special prayer by all our 
churches. 

Resolved, That we approve of the American Peace Society, and recom- 
mend that collections be taken in our congregations in aid of said So- 
ciety. 

10. The General Association (Cong'l) of Massachusetts, at Worcester, 
June, 1847, 

Resolved, 1. That, as followers and ministers of the Prince of Peace, 
we deeply deplore our present war with Mexico, as inconsistent with the 
religion we profess, and a most prolific source of evils, especially to the 
spiritual interests of our country. 

2. That in view of such a war involving our nation in its guilt, and oc- 
curring at the present day, after all the light which has been shed upon the 
wickedness and evils of the custom, Christians should make increased ex- 
ertions to overspread our whole country with the pacific spirit and princi- 
ples of the gospel, in the hope of thus preventing similar evils in future. 

3. That in view of the war-spirit that has so unexpectedly burst forth 
in various parts of our land, and exerted for the time an influence so per- 
nicious upon the vast masses of our population, special efforts should be 
made by ministers of the gospel, teachers in Sabbath schools, and other 
Christians concerned in educating the young, to guard them in particular 
against the delusions of war, and fill their opening minds with the peace- 
ful principles of the gospel. 

4. That, from resolutions adopted by ecclesiastical bodies, and opinions 
expressed by the religious press, and in other ways, we are happy in the 
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belief that the Christian bodies with whom we are in fellowship are united 
with us in deploring this war, and in special prayer, which we think incum- 
bent upon all Christians in our country, that it may soon be brought to an 
amicable close, and be followed by lasting and general peace. 

5. That we fully approve the practice heretofore recommended by this 
and other ecclesiastical bodies, of ministers preaching at least once a year 
on the subject of peace, and churches observing the annual concert of 
prayer for the universal prevalence of peace on earth." 

11. For several years in succession there has been held in June a Con- 
vention of Presbyterian and Congregational ministers and laymen at the 
West, to deliberate on important topics of common interest. It met this 
year at Chicago, 111., June 17, and, besides its action on Temperance, Mis- 
sions, and kindred subjects, took pretty decided ground on the subject of 
peace. In their preamble or report, they say, " that the gospel is designed 
and adapted to bring all wars to a perpetual end by superseding the spirit 
of aggression on the one hand, and the spirit of retaliation on the other ; 
and hence, that the spirit of war is opposed to the genius of all true re- 
ligion, as having come, not from above, but from beneath. 

In view of these principles, and of the existing war between our own 
country and a neighboring republic, it is deemed appropriate that a clear 
and decided expression of sentiment on this subject should be given by 
this Convention at the present time ; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That, in our judgment, all wars involve tremendous guilt, 
both in their inception and their progress ; and that this guilt rests upon 
all the parties concerned, in proportion as they are actuated either by the 
spirit of aggression, or by the spirit of retaliation. 

2. That, in so far as the existing war between the United States and 
Mexico is aggressive in its character, it merits the united condemnation of 
every friend of God and man. 

3. That it is the duty of the ministry, and of those who conduct the re- 
ligious press, and of all Christians, to use every appropriate endeavor to 
discourage the spirit of war under whatever form or guise it may appear ; 
and that all the followers of Christ are called upon to offer their fervent 
and importunate prayers to the God of nations, for the speedy removal of 
the desolating scourge of war from our borders, and for the promised intro- 
duction of universal and permanent peace throughout the earth." 

We should be glad to record the action of other ecclesiastical bodies, 
and of individual churches, in different denominations ; but our limits for- 
bid, and we think the foregoing specimens amply sufficient to show how 
the religious community generally regard the subject of peace, especially 
in view of our present war with Mexico. Some churches, such as one 
(Congregational) in North Danvers, Mass., have passed specific resolu- 
tions against this war ; and the members of another in Boston (Uni- 
tarian) individually signed a published protest against it as Christians, 
No other classes of men in the land have taken such action on the sub- 
ject ; and hence any one must see, what we have all along said, that 
the chief, almost sole reliance of this cause is, under God, upon his 
church and her ministry. We know they have not yet done their whole 
duty here; but they have done far more than any other class. 

12. At the annual meeting of the Rhode Island Peace Society in June, 
the following resolutions, introduced by the Rev. Dr. Cleaveland, were 
unanimously adopted :— 

" Resolved, That the Rhode Island Peace Society take this occasion to 
express to the world their unqualified reprobation of the present war with 
Mexico, whether they regard its avowed origin and design, or its obvious 
and inevitable results. 

Resolved, That this Society earnestly invoke the united efforts of all 
good citizens, and especially of Christian ministers, to hasten in all suita- 
ble ways its peaceful and righteous termination," 
12* 



